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CITY OF KOBE November 2015
KOBE. JAPAN

President of Montmartre Village

Mrs. Sylvie Fourmond

I hope this letter finds you well.

First, T would like to express my gratitude for the considerable effort you have put into the exchange between
Montmartre and Kobe.

I would also like to thank you for visiting Kobe in May this year during the Infiorata Kobe — Kitanozaka 2015 festival.
I heard that during your stay in addition to attending the opening ceremony, you also visited some sites around the
city, saw the views from Mt. Rokko and tasted the local sake and Japanese confectionery. Despite it only being a short
time, I am very glad that the members of the Montmartre Village, Official Tourism Office of Montmartre were able
to get a taste of the charm of Kobe.

The Montmartre district of Paris and the Kitano/Yamamoto district of Kobe share many similarities. Both districts
have many hills and spots where you can see beautiful views of the city below. They also both have strong artistic and
cultural roots and are home to unique art museums. In 2005 the Montmartre Village, Official Tourism Office of

Montmartre and the Kitano Association signed a friendship charter and have been working together ever since.

From the perspective of the Kobe City Government, cultural exchange activities taking place on a grass-roots level

have great significance and we hope that this sort of exchange can spread to take place in a variety of fields including

food, culture and art.

On this occasion, members of the Kobe City Assembly would like to take reference of your country’s progressive

policies and I would be very grateful if the Official Tourism Office of Montmartre would consider assisting them.

Finally, T would like to express my hope that the relationship between both the Montmartre district and the
Kitano/Yamamoto district and also between Paris and Kobe will continue to flourish and that the friendship between

both associations and both cities will continue to deepen.
Yours sincerely,

7 ‘/‘
Kizo Hisamoto

{ayor of Kobe

6-5-1 Kano-cho, Chuo-ku, Kobe 650-8570, Japan  Tel:+81-78-322-5010  Fax:+81-78-322-2382
http://www.city.kobe.lg.jo  kokusai@office.city.kobe.lg.jp
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Nov 3,2015
Ms. Florence Agostino-Etchetto,
Directeur Général,

Lyon Biopdle

Dear Ms. Florence Agostino-Etchetto,

Lyon Biopole is widely recognized as a globally-competitive and strategically important cluster in the
fields of virology, immunology and diagnosis. Last September, I was honored to have had the
opportunity to visit bioMérieux the largest company in the field of bacteriological examination and a
core participating member in the Lyon Biopdle cluster.

I would like to extend my deepest and most sincere appreciation for the warm welcome bioMérieux
offered me during that time. The tour of their showroom was both interesting and informative. I was
also grateful for the valuable chance to exchange ideas and opinions.

Our Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster (KBIC), first launched in Kobe City as a national project in
1998, is now the largest medical cluster within Japan, and it continues to grow. Over 310 medical

related-companies and universities with a focus on medical drugs, devices, and regenerative therapies,
and research institutions, hospitals are integrated in the Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster. Through

cooperation between industry, academia and government we are able to achieve new advances in medical
technology. We are currently promoting a new project utilizing “K> supercomputers for medical research

and development.

As a representative of Kobe City and the KBIC, it is my utmost hope that the Kobe Biomedical
Innovation Cluster will continue to be one of the key drivers of economic growth in our region.

I am confident that any future business opportunities which arise from our ongoing cooperation and
exchange will lead to positive and mutually beneficial results for both our cities. To that end, I endeavor
to promote KBIC as a base with many advantages worthy of French companies.

I thank you for your ongoing suppott and look forward to more fruitful exchange in the future.
Sincerely yours,

Masao IMANISHI,
Chief Operating Officer, Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster, City of Kobe

A B
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Nov 3,2015
Ms. Florence AGOSTINO-ETCHETTO,
Directeur Général,
Lyon Biopole

Dear Ms. Florence AGOSTINO-ETCHETTO

Vayv, In)—TNHFMETIENA A TAZ— ) I E4FR—] I8
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REHLE L LTELETTRY., FEEQ AICIIRL 2 7 X —PEA¥TH D MER
BEOHRERKFOEZT A Y 2—FL (bioMérieux) ZFHfIESETCWEEEE L,

FOBIIEAAY 2 —HITEN B TWEE, BRAKHERSY 3 —/V—ADR¥E%
SHETCWREWEZ LTS B L TR £,

FEBHEH T, 1998 SEICER S u P =2 b & L TEEA A E - 7= Kobe Biomedical
Innovation Cluster &9 BHARKABUED 7 T A X —%HE L TBY £9,

TFFEHERE - RSB R ONEIRS - RS - BAERSHEZHRL L Liz 310 OEFE
MW - REFEOERMPES, PEFE OB X 0 Fiz REH-ClEOAIHAEA TR Y
F¥, Fle, A= —arEa—F R ERSHFOMERFBIIER LcH =280 2 b
EDTEBY T,

FAIL, Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster Z¥HE+THMETHOEEE & LT, 51X
X PRE LR T ORRERL LT, 4% BIDI TAFZ—RFBIETHEZN
LR H-TBY £9, ;

B IRE—LORRCE > TEFNIEDRRF ¥ VAN, fFRICb> TRFIC
ARRREREBLEOTHDLELTVET,

FAlE, TNETLRER. 77 20D HARICHER SN2 BERBPHFICHLE % #E < A
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T

ERREDORKS R HOZMEHHL TRV ET, ESTLALIBEVWELEFES,
Sincerely yours,

Masao IMANISHI,
Chief Operating Officer, Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster, City of Kobe
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CITY OF KOBE
KOBE, JAPAN

29" October 2015

Mr. Jean-Claude Gaudin
Mayor of Marseille

Dear Mayor Gaudin,

I 'would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to you for warmly welcoming the six members of
the Kobe City Assembly to your city.

I hope that from November 5" to 6* the group will learn about the progressive policies of
your city and I would be very grateful if you would assist them in their investigation.

Marseille is the city with which Kobe holds its second longest sister city relationship. Since
the two cities became sister cities in 1961, over half a century has passed and a great deal
of both cultural and economic exchange has taken place. I anticipate that this visit will also
help to further strengthen connections between Marseille and Kobe.

As part of the celebrations for the 50™ anniversary of sister city relations in 2011, the

Vice-Mayor of Kobe visited Marseille. During this visit he was able to take part in
exchange events that have deepened the friendship between Marseille and Kobe such as the
opening ceremony of a Japanese garden that had been made with the help of experts from
Kobe and is a symbol of friendship between the two cities, and an exhibition introducing
Kobe.

In 2016, we will celebrate the 55" anniversary of the establishment of sister city relations
between Marseille and Kobe. To celebrate the long history of friendly relations between the
two cities our delegation will visit Marseille next year. It would also be my sincere pleasure
to welcome a delegation from your city to Kobe.

I look forward to working with you more to continue the fruitful relations that Marseille
and Kobe currently share.

Finally, T would like to offer my best wishes for your city’s continued prosperity and for
your personal health.

Yours sincerely,

. -

Kizo Hisamoto
Mayor of Kobe

6-5-1 Kano-cho, Chuo-ku, Kobe 650-8570, Japan Tel:+81-78-322-5010 Fax:+81-78-322-2382
http://www.city kobe.lg.jo  kokusai@office.city.kobe.lg.jp
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